
 

 

 
 
 
April 9, 2014 

  

Sally Jewell, Secretary 

U.S. Department of the Interior 

Department of the Interior 

1849 C Street, N.W. 

Washington DC 20240 

 

Dear Secretary Jewell: 

 

As business owners who provide products, services and experiences to hunters and 

anglers or enjoy the benefits of local economies bolstered by hunting, fishing and 

recreation, our businesses absolutely depend on healthy sustainable populations of fish 

and wildlife on our nation’s public lands.  Outdoor recreation, including hunting and 

fishing, and energy development on our public lands need not be mutually exclusive. A 

commitment to balancing energy development with outdoor recreation, including hunting 

and fishing, and water resources is essential.  

  

Hunting and fishing in America is big business, generating more than $90 billion in 

economic activity in 2011 and supporting more than 1.5 million jobs (Congressional 

Sportsmen’s Foundation and National Shooting Sports Foundation) in the United States.  

That expenditure would rank them at 24
th

 on the Fortune 500 list, ahead of companies 

such as Kroger and Costco. Each sportsman and woman spends an average of $2,407 per 

year.   In 2011, 47.7 million people hunted or fished in America.  That’s more than the 

population of the State of California, Wyoming, North Dakota, Alaska, Montana, Idaho, 

New Mexico and Nevada combined and the numbers are rising.  In 2011 the number of 

hunters increased by 9 percent and anglers by 11 percent, demonstrating that the 

economic benefits of hunting and fishing will continue as long as our lands and waters 

remain healthy enough to support abundant fish and wildlife.   

  

Public lands are a big part of the sporting and outdoor recreation economy.  Fiscal year 

2010 saw more than 58 million visitors to lands administered by the Bureau of Land 

Management, with a resulting benefit of $7.4 billion dollars to the economy.  In 2012, 

national forest lands hosted 160 million visitors and generated $11 billion in recreation 

related spending.  The bottom line is that hunting and fishing are sustainable bedrock 

pillars of the economy, particularly for the small, rural communities that hunters and 

anglers visit as well as for businesses like ours that provide the equipment and services 

used by sportsmen and women. 

  

We believe it is essential that public lands be managed for multiple uses in a way that 

sustains America’s outdoor recreation-based economy, water resources, sportsmen’s 

access, and fish and wildlife populations.  We ask for your strong leadership in 



implementing the following recommendations as a part of your vision for responsible 

energy development of energy on public lands. 

  

1.     The reforms to the onshore oil and gas program announced by DOI in 2010 

represent positive steps in restoring recognition of the fish and wildlife values on 

public lands. These reforms have stalled, and sportsmen need to see a renewed 

effort by the DOI to fully implement them.  In particular, Master Leasing Plans 

(MLPs) could provide a new and powerful opportunity to avoid and minimize 

wildlife and other environmental conflicts.  
  

2.     We support responsible, well-planned development of our nation’s renewable 

sources of energy such as wind and solar. We also strongly support legislation in 

Congress to ensure the orderly development of wind and solar energy on public 

lands while also protecting and restoring fish and wildlife habitat.  We encourage 

the Administration to support these bills, H.R.596 and S. 279.  
  

3.     BLM's draft rule on fracking was a step in the right direction, but it needs to 

go further. We strongly urge you to ensure that full disclosure of the chemical 

composition of fracking fluids is required for development and that robust well 

integrity standards are developed for gas and shale development, and to finalize 

the rule in the near term 
  

4.     In 2010 the BLM developed an Instruction Memorandum (IM) to clarify the 

appropriate use of categorical exclusions for activities related to oil and gas 

projects. This IM was invalidated on procedural grounds.  New policy is needed 

to clarify how categorical exclusions will be used by the DOI in a way that does 

not interfere with the balance of energy production and the protection of 

important fish and wildlife habitats. 
  

Our businesses depend on the quality of the fish and wildlife habitats on our public 

lands.  With your significant experience in the recreation industry, we are looking 

forward to working with you and your staff to stake out a path forward that balances all 

the vital uses on our public lands. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Charles Cassagnol 

Western Ecology, LLC.  

Santa Fe, N.M. 

 

Jim Bittner 

Motivational Products Group 

Gypsum, CO 

Noah Parker 

Land of Enchantment Guides 

Velarde, N.M. 

 

John Olivas 

JACO Outfitters 

Holman, N.M. 

Dr. Keith G. Farley 

Primary Care Optometry 

Mt. Pleasant, S.C. 

 

Ben Kurtz 

Fishpond 

Denver, CO 

 

Tim Romano 

Angling Trade 

Boulder, CO 

Tweeti Blancett 

Step Back Inn Hotel 

Aztec, N.M. 

Jeff Dysart 

Roaring Fork Anglers 

Glenwood Springs, CO 



  

Jeff Dysart 

Alpine Angling 

Carbondale, CO 

 

Ty Markham 

Torrey Schoolhouse Bed and 

Breakfast 

Torrey, UT 

 

Bill and Jaci Dvorak 

Dvorak Expeditions 

Nathrop, CO 

 

Nick and Taylor Streit 

Taos Fly Shop 

Taos, N.M. 

 

Max Trujillo 

Max Trujillo Insurance 

New Mexico 

 

Steve Harris 

Far Flung Adventures 

Pilar, N.M. 

 

William Dutcher 

AltalinQ Telecom Inc. 

Montrose, CO 

 

Steve Craig 

Trout Trekkers 

Salida, CO 

 

Diana Rau 

The Travel Society 

Granby, CO 

 

Phil Wacznski 

Down River Equipment Co. 

Denver, CO 

 

Campy Campton 

KODI Rafting 

Frisco, CO 

 

Jim Spehar 

RST 

Grand Junction, CO 

 

Andy Neinas 

Echo Canyon Rafting 

Canon City, CO 

 

Tony Keenan 

Whitewater Adventure 

Outfitters 

Canon City, CO 

 

Al DeGrange 

Gunnison River Expeditions 

Delta, CO 

 

Mike Kissack 

American Adventure 

Expeditions Johnsons Village 

Buena Vista, CO 

 

Mark Schumacher 

Three Rivers Resort 

Almont, CO 

 

Jim Quist 

Primeis 

Salt Lake City, UT 

 

Will Colon 

Raft Masters 

Canon City, CO 

 

Chess Russell 

Scenic River Tours 

Gunnison, CO 

 

Greg Mortimer 

Mortimer Family Chiropractic 

Denver, CO 

 

Bob Harris 

River Rats 

Snowmass, CO   

Jerry Mallett 

The Boathouse Distillery 

Salida, CO 

 

Jim Broderick 

Rocky Mountain Ranch 

Management 

Jackson, WY 

 

Joe Greiner 

Wilderness Aware 

Buena Vista, CO 

 

Kevin Foley 

Performance Tours 

Breckinridge, CO 

 

Ron Hansen 

Wind River Outdoor Company 

Lander, WY         

 

 

Mike Whittington 

Independent Whitewater 

Salida, CO 

 

David Costlow 

Trip Tiva 

Fort Collins, CO 

 

 

Tim Resch 

Estes Park Outfitters 

Estes Park, CO 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bob Hamel 

Arkansas River Tours 

Cotopaxi, CO 

 

Jeramie Prine 

Dunoir Fishing Adventures, 

LLC. 

Lander, WY 

 

Dale Drake 

Clear Creek Rafting 

Denver, CO 

 

Dennis Buechler 

Wetlands and Watersheds, LLC 

Lakewood, CO 

George Hunker 

Sweetwater Fishing 

Expeditions, LLC. 

Lander, Wyo. 

 

Mark Kuipers 

MAK Direct 

Missoula, MT 

 

 

Scott Nicolarsen  

Montana Topwater 

Fly Fishing Outfitters 

Missoula, MT 

Kent Ingram                        

Banker, 

Littleton, CO 

Dean Finnerty  

Dean Finnerty Guides and 

Outfitters  

Cottage Grove, OR 

 

Zeke Hersh 

Blue River Anglers 

Frisco, CO 

 

Daniel Galhardo 

Tenkara USA 

Boulder, CO 

 

 

 

  

 


